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NATIONAL ENGINEERING WEEK 
Statement by Member for Swan Hills 

MS J.A. RADISICH (Swan Hills - Parliamentary Secretary) [12.58 pm]:  I want to congratulate Engineers 
Australia for a successful program of National Engineering Week events in 2007.  The theme of the week was 
“Women in Engineering”.  Engineers are an important part of our economy.  I commend Engineers Australia for 
its initiatives to recruit and retain local engineers.  At the end of the National Engineering Week function, I was 
pleased to meet many women in engineering who were inspiring in their commitment to the projects they are 
involved with, which are contributing to improving infrastructure in our great state. 
Of course, engineers need many tools of trade.  One essential tool is a pair of safety boots, which I happen to 
have brought along with me today.  Today I have brought into the chamber a very stylish pair of purple safety 
boots that I bought during National Engineering Week last week.  Some members may know that the purple boot 
campaign has been running since last year, but I want to take this opportunity to formally acknowledge the 
founders of the campaign.  Like so many great ideas, the purple boot campaign arose almost accidentally.  Last 
year, Ros Worthington, OAM, founder of the Breast Cancer Foundation of WA, found herself sitting next to 
Ross Fitzgerald, co-founder and sales manager of Steel Blue.  Before anyone could say “purple boots”, Ros had 
convinced Ross to set up a run of the new work-site fashion accessory for a cause.  The manufacture of the 
purple boots by Steel Blue supports sufferers of breast cancer and their families by raising money for the Breast 
Cancer Foundation, at a rate of $30 for every pair of boots sold.  Engineers Australia has also partnered with 
Steel Blue and the Breast Cancer Foundation to help market the boots.  Therefore, if members are keen to help 
give breast cancer the boot, they should grab a pair of purple boots today. 
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